RIPLEY LOOP

About the bicycling:

Distance: 8.9 mi. Recommended for

beginner cyclists. Slight uphill grade both

leaving and entering Ripley. Schwallie Rd.
is essentially one lane with residential-only
traffic and the last mile all downhill to

Ripley Rd.

To do & see:

A Rankin House, 6152 Rankin Hill Rd.,
Ripley, 937-392-1627 (from 2nd St.,
located 0.25 mi. east on Rankin Hill Rd.).

A Parker House, 330 Front St., Ripley, 937-
392-4188.

A Ripley Presbyterian Church (Rev.
Rankin’s church), 114 Mulberry St.,

RED OAK LOOP

About the bicycling:

Distance: 12.8 mi. Recommended for

intermediate cyclists. Slight uphill grade

both leaving and entering Ripley. U.S.

Highway 62/68 is a four-lane highway with

shoulders that carry heavy traffic. Use

caution.

To do & see:

A Red Oak Presbyterian Church, 5754
Cemetery Rd., Red Oak (from U.S.
Highway 62/68, located 0.2 mi. east on
Cemetary Rd.).

See Ripley Loop for additional listings.

Where to eat:
See Ripley Loop for listings.
Where to stay:

Call the Brown County Tourism Office for
lodging options in the area, 937-378-1970.

GEORGETOWN LOOP

About the bicycling:

Distance: 26.5 mi. Recommended for
intermediate to advanced cyclists. Slight
uphill grade leaving Ripley resulting in a
nice downhill back into town. Free Soil
Rd. is a long, slow climb north toward
Georgetown. Use caution descending Old
U.S. Highway 68 through the hairpin curve
known locally as “Horseshoe Bend” to the
intersection with Centerpoint Rd. Deer are
frequently sighted at this location.

To do & see:

A Ulysses S. Grant Boyhood Home, 219
E. Grant Ave., Georgetown, 937-378-
4222 (from Main St., located 0.2 mi. east
on Grant Ave.).

A Grant Schoolhouse, 508 S. Water St.,
Georgetown, 937-378-4222 (from Main
St., located 2 blocks east on E. 3rd St.).

A John A. Ruthven’s Art Gallery, 203 E.
Grant Ave., Georgetown, 937-378-4222
(from Main St., located 0.2 mi. east on
Grant Ave.).

Ripley (from Front St., located 2 blocks
east on Mulberry St.).

A Ripley Musuem, 219 N. 2nd St., Ripley,
937-392-4660.

Where to eat:

A Coheart’s Riverhouse Restaurant, 18 N.
Front St., Ripley, 937-392-4819.

A Rockin’ Robin’s Soda Shoppe, 8 N. Front
St., Ripley, 937-392-1300.

Where to stay:

Call the Brown County Tourism Office for

lodging options in the area, 937-378-1970.
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Pedaling through downtown Georgetown.
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View of Rankin House from the bottom of the hill.
Inset: Looking out the window of the Rankin House toward

the Ohio River.
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St., Georgetown, 937-378-5700.

Local cycling information, bike
rentals, and guided tours

available. Ask about longer
Underground Railroad route options.

Where to eat:

A Alley Cat Café, 106 S. Main St.,
Georgetown, 937-378-5300.

A Parker’s Pizzeria, 124 N. Main St.,
Georgetown, 937-378-
6936.

Where to stay:

A Bailey House B&B, 112

General notes about the bicycle routes:

4 All loops are best ridden in a
clockwise direction. If riding on
a weekday try to ride between
9aM and 3pm.

4 Old US Highway 68 has light-

to-moderate traffic with two

Ripley Loop

PRSP IR OakLoop

Ge(\jl(‘/gaete(gwn,’ 937.378- & a 00 p lanes and no shoulder. It is a_
3087 popular cycling road so motorists
: —— are generally aware of bicyclists.
Ge 0 rget own L 00 p 4 Most road surfaces are chip seal

. .o or tar roads with loose gravel.
Adventure Cyclmg Association ~ =eeeeeeee ¢ Wildlife is abundant in the area.

Underground Railroad Bicycle Route Watch for deer in the road,
particularly on descents.

4 Many of the roads in these loops
will have rolling hills.

Mileage between points @ 0.2 @

Front Street in Ripley.
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WEST VIRGINIA

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

Now you can experience one of the most storied treks to
freedom in American history — by bicycle. A clandestine network
of routes and safe houses that helped enslaved Americans find
freedom, the exact origin of the name is not known; however, by
the 1820s both those who aided freedom seekers and those who
were angered by the loss of their human “property” began to refer
to an Underground Railroad. In its most developed form, the
Underground Railroad offered local aid to runaways, assisting
them from one point to another. “Conductors” would guide the
freedom seekers to a safe
“station” on the route north.
After the Fugitive Slave Act
of 1850, the Underground
Railroad evolved from its
loosely organized beginnings
to something more deliberate
and organized. Despite the
illegality of their actions, and
with little regard for their own
personal safety, people of all
races, classes, and genders
participated in this widespread
form of civil disobedience.
The Underground Railroad
Bicycle Route honors the
bravery of those who sought
their freedom and those who
provided shelter. Please enjoy
your ride through the area
known as Freedom’s Landing.

Ripley Presbyterian Church, Reverend
Rankin’s church, in Ripley.
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RIPLEY

The village of Ripley was
an important stop on the
Underground Railroad. Situ-
ated on the banks of the Ohio
River, a dividing line between
slavery and freedom, this
borderland community had
some of the most active sta-
tions in Ohio. The geography
helped shape its role; creek
beds threw off tracking dogs,
and hills and valleys provided
excellent hiding places and
escape routes.

It was in this setting that
Rev. John Rankin crossed the
Ohio River on December 31,
1821, to begin his new life in
a free state. An active abolitionist and Methodist minister, Rankin
and his entire family became well known by both freedom seekers
and slave holders alike for their role in the Underground Railroad.
The Rankin House, located on Liberty Hill, overlooks the Ohio
River and the town of Ripley and is one of the most recognized
sites on the Underground Railroad. Rankin said, “My house has
been the door of freedom to many human beings but while there
was a hazard of life and property, there was much happiness in
giving safety to the trembling fugitives.”

The Parker House, owned by John Parker, advanced his status
from former slave to successful patented inventor and businessman
in Ripley before the Civil War. He is credited with assisting
hundreds of slaves as they made their way north to freedom.
According to Parker’s recorded journals, the real warfare against
slavery in the borderlands along the Ohio River was waged around
the few houses at the top of the riverbank on Front Street in
Ripley.

The village became so well known that Rev. Calvin Fairbanks,
also an active conductor on the Underground Railroad, was told
that Ripley was a “black, dirty Abolition hole” when he crossed
the ferry to Ripley in 1844.

During the Civil War, General John Hunt Morgan and other
leading Confederate raiders had sworn to burn this “damned
abolitionist hellhole to the ground.”

In February, 1838, a Kentucky slave woman and her young
child crossed the partially frozen Ohio River with slave hunters
on the chase. Somehow she managed to escape both her tormentors
and the melting pockets of ice that broke with her every step,
plunging her and the baby into its freezing waters. Wet and frozen,
she sought refuge at the Rankin home. Later, Rankin recounted
her story of courage to Harriet Beecher Stowe. This story, in turn,
inspired the character of Eliza in Beecher’s novel Uncle Tom’s
Cabin.

Ripley’s history continues to inspire and intrigue historians,
residents, and visitors. As you travel through Ripley, picture the
past — slaves escaping the river, running through the alleys, and
climbing the steep bank to Rankin’s house, the beacon of freedom.
And think about the dangers for those who believed that enslaving
humans was wrong — great Americans who put their convictions
in motion and had the courage to say no to slavery.
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RED 0AK

The Red Oak Church was the next stop on the Underground
Railroad for those freedom seekers heading directly north.

According to the paper, “Acorns from Red Oak,” the Red Oak
Church was founded in 1798 and the first building was erected in
a grove on Red Oak Creek. The first religious meetings in Brown
County were held here. After the second log church burned in
1816, work began on the stone church
which still serves the tiny congregation
today.

On the subject of slavery, Judge W.
W. Gilliland, an early church member,
was quoted as saying, “The opposition
to slavery at Red Oak was almost uni-
versal from the origin of the church. A
large part of the church members as well
as the pastor wanted to be free from the
curse of African slavery. They soon
became active conductors on the Un-
derground Railroad.”

There are two cemeteries on the
property, one dates from before the Civil
War and the other is still in use.

DENNIS COELLO

GEORGETOWN

The village of Georgetown is proud of its connection to the
Civil War. This community was the boyhood home of Union
General Ulysses S. Grant from 1823-1839, the longest period of
time Grant spent in one residence. Be sure to visit the Grant
Home and Grant Schoolhouse on your ride through town.

John A. Ruthven, an internationally acclaimed wildlife artist,
is a resident of Georgetown and has a studio open to the public.
John was part of the recovery team that searched for the ivory-
billed woodpecker. In 2005, the U. S. Secretary of the Interior in
Washington D. C. unveiled a painting of the ivory-billed wood-
pecker he created.

The community of Georgetown is quaint and slow paced. Enjoy
soaking up the history and hospitality of this lovely southern Ohio
town.
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